
EUROPEAN OPHTHALMIC INSTITUTIONS. No. IV.

[Communicated for the Boston Mcillcftl nnil SnrfflO&l .lourniil.]
Messrs. Editors,—I had hoped to find time, while at Berlin, to com-

plete to that point my description of the eye institutions of Germa-
ny, but find myself again in arrears.

The school of Vienna has long been regarded as one of tho most
famous in the department of ophthalmology, a series of distinguish-
ed professors having occupied its chairs. Most of those who were
there at my former visit had passed from the stage, but their places
are most worthily supplied by their successors.

No city offers easier and more concentrated facilities than Vienna,
for study in this, as also in other departments of medicine. Two of
the principal cliniques, those of Profs. Arltand Jäger, arc comprised
within the walls of the great general hospital—a city, rather than a

house, of the sick. Another equally interesting clinique is establish-
ed at the neighboring large military hospital, under the care of Pro-
fessor Stellwag von Carion. All of these gentlemen arc well known
by their published works ; Professor von Jäger by an illustrated
atlas of morbid appearances of the internal parts of the eye, as
disclosed by the ophthalmoscope, and Professors Arlt and Stell wag
von Carion by treatises on the pathology of the eye, both of great
excellence, and of which the late edition of the lattcr's work is re-

garded as one of the best expositions of the present state of science
as regards the diseases described.

As the hours are not the same at the different cliniques, the stu-
dent has an opportunity of first following the visit in tho wards and
seeing those who come for consultation as out-patients with Pro-
fessor von Jäger or Stcllwag, and also of witnessing their operations,,
and is afterwards in time to follow the same course in tho wards of
Professor Arlt. After his operations have been performed, Prof.
Arlt adjourns to the amphitheatre to receive the out-patients, and
takes great pains to exhibit and explain the cases of interest or
those serving as types of different maladies. The manifest interest..
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exhibited by the Professor in the improvement of his pupils must
bo encouraging to them. After the consultation is finished, comes
a lecture of more or less length, at the conclusion of which he
gives a private course of operations to a class of young doctors of
medicine. He had the kindness to invite me to bo present at this
course, and to do, himself, for my gratification, such operations as
he did not find opportunities of performing upon patients in the
wards.

This private course, as also that by Prof. von Jäger on the oph-
thalmoscope, are so highly valued as to attract pupils from all parts
of Europe. Each member of the class has opportunities for repeat-
ing, over and over again, under the direction of the Professor, all
the capital as well as the lesser operations on the eye and its ap-
pendages.

Among the out-patients are to be seen a very large number of
Polish Jews, who exhibit the extreme of filthiness of person, and
who live, as I learned, in close hovels, under very unfavorable hygi-
enic conditions. Most of the affections for which they come for
advice are cases of conjunctivitis, aggravated by neglect to an ex-
treme degree. In the military hospital a large proportion of cases
of purulent and catarrhal affections of tho conjunctiva is also ob-
served, as might be expected of this age and class of patients.

The general hospital of Prague occupies one of the best possible
positions, on very high ground, where there is a free circulation of
air, and commanding fine views of the picturesque city on the one
hand and its charming environs on the other. It has a splendid
ophthalmic department, under the care of Prof. Hastier. He is an
exceedingly rapid and a very skilful operator, and evidently takes
great pains in the clinical instruction of tho pupils. Though tho
number of patients is less than at Vienna, it is still ample for all
purposes of observation, and a student has certain advantages in
an institution of this character which he loses in those of larger
cities. He has opportunities for deliberate examination of patients
and for obtaining explanations in regard to thein, which arc impossi-
ble where he is one of a crowd of learners ; and, for a beginner, I
think such a school as that of Prague is to be preferred, as affording
even better instruction than he can gain at Vienna or Berlin. He
has also opportunities for observing the after-treatment of cases ope-
rated on, which are not always afforded in large cliniques where
the rapid succession of events prevents too close surveillance oí
those which have preceded.

, As the ancient capital of Bohemia, and being at a distance from
the imperial city, Prague forms a centre which attracts to itself a
large number of cases requiring operations, for the good results of
which both the high reputation of Prof. Hasner, and the extremelyfavorable situation of the hospital, concur.

Prague is one of the most interesting cities of Germany; re-
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markablc for the picturesque effect of its numerous quaint towers
and fortifications, the statclincss of its grand old edifices, and tho
beauty of its environs, and a residence there might pass very agree-
ably. Truly yours, H. W. W.

Utrecht, Holland, 20th July, 1863.

EMPLOYMENT OF POSITION IN CONTROLLING H\l=AE\MORRHAGE.
By Francis B. Quinlan, M.D., Trin. Coll. Dublin, Medical Adviser to St. Vin-

cent's Hospital.

Pain, shock to the nervous system and haemorrhage may bo fairly
considered the principal sources of immediate difficulty and danger
in the actual performance of extensive surgical operations ; and, as
the all but universal employment of anaesthetic agents has, to some
degree, neutralized the first two impediments, it may be of advan-
tage to recur to a plan of diminishing venous haemorrhage, which,
employed and described in the year 1845, has since been frequently
resorted to, although not always with due acknowledgment to Dr.
O'Ferrall, of St. Vincent's Hospital, the distinguished surgeon by
whom this plan was first devised. It will be admitted that, while
most cases of arterial haemorrhage are susceptible of comparatively
easy control, there is scarcely any bleeding so rapid, so tremendous,
or so alarming in its effects as that experienced in the removal of
large scrotal tumors, when tho enormous tortuous veins—usually
found in connection with these growths—have been divided while in
a state of repletion ; and it is to guard against such haemorrhage
that the plan to which I have alluded is especially directed.

The accuracy of these statements will be easily established by a
brief review of some operations of the kind which have been per-
formed with and without having recourse to this plan.

In the first of these cases, a large scrotal tumor, weighing about
fifty pounds, was removed by the late Mr. Liston, the veins being
in an engorged condition. Upon the first incisions being made, tho
blood flooded out, to use the words of that celebrated operator, " as
from a shower-bath ; " the patient rolled in exhaustion and agony
from the table, and the operation was completed upon the floor; tho
patient collapsed, and was with difficulty restored by the energetic
exhibition of stimulant*. In Mr. Aston Key's operation, performed
upon the Chinese Hoo-Loo, the results were similar, but, from the
feeble Asiatic temperament of the patient, more disastrous. The
operation lasted an hour and three quarters, and the patient, who
had shown some signs of syncope during its continuance, died im-
mediately after its conclusion. It may be observed that in both
these cases the genital organs were necessarily sacrificed in an ef-
fort to hurry the operation to a conclusion, in order to save the pa-
tient from impending death from haemorrhage.
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